
Essay-Writing Improvement Series: 
“Pirating Words” 

Today, we’ll define plagiarism and learn how to avoid it.  





SSU’s Policy on Plagiarism 



Types of Plagiarism 



Cloning 
• The most common and most severe, and includes: 

– Taking someone else’s work, word for word, and 
submitting it as your own. 

– Using your friend’s paper is consisted cloning. 
– Paying someone else to write your paper is cloning.  
– Purchasing an essay from the internet.  

 
 



Ctrl-C 
 Dr. Maya Angelou is one 
of the most renowned and 
influential voices of our time. 
Hailed as a global renaissance 
woman, Dr. Angelou is a 
celebrated poet, memoirist, 
novelist, educator, dramatist, 
producer, actress, historian, 
filmmaker, and civil rights activist.  
 
 Many student were 
introduced to Angelou by her 
poem entitled, “Phenomenal 
Woman.” This poem describes a 
woman who is beautiful by both 
her confidence and her own 
standards. 

Though not all of the text was copied, a significant portion was.  



Find and Replace 
 Maya Angelou is one 
of the most popular and 
powerful voices of our time. 
She has been hailed as a 
renaissance woman. Angelou 
holds several titles including 
a poet, memoirist, producer, 
novelist, historian, actress, 
educator, civil rights activist, 
and filmmaker.  

The first paragraph was basically copied, only a few words were replaced and 
the order of some words changed.   



Remix 

 Angelou had her son, Guy, 
out of wedlock. As a young single 
mother, she supported her family 
by becoming a madam at a brothel. 
She also worked as a waitress and 
cook. Later, she became San 
Francisco’s first black cable car 
operator.  

Information from different sources were paraphrased and combined but not cited.  



Recycle 
• Also known as self-plagiarism or intellectual 

property recycling 
• Consists of using work that you’ve previously 

done and passing it off as new work 
– For example, taking an essay written in English 

1101 and using it for an assignment required in 
English 1102 is still considered plagiarism. 

– Exception: explicit permission is granted 
• Applies both in and out of school 
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