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Savannah State University Faculty Senate 

Minutes for Tuesday, September 3, 2013     4:00 PM  Whiting Hall Chan Auditorium 
 
Senators of 2013-2014 Present: Ouandlous, Bell, Silberg, Jordan, Franklin, Lewis, Kawasha, 
Metts, O’Brien, Wyche, Brown, Warren, Walker, Harris-Murphy, Andreou, Park, Atena, Maynor, 
DeLoach, Curran, Niranjan, Gardner-Martin  
 
Ex-officio:  Verret, Jolley, Sarhan, Lambright, Yount,  
Senators Absent:  Adeyemo, Agegnehu, Taylor, Li, Johnson, Sujin  
Excused: Rukmana, Wu, Jahmani    
Visitors: Myers, Seabrooks, Mustafa, Brannen, Odom, Iancu  

 
I- Call to order- The meeting was called to order by Vice-Chair Dr. Ouandlous at 4:05 p.m.  
II- Approval of Agenda- The agenda was approved with changes to certain names. 
III- The August 3, 2013 Minutes were approved.  
IV- The Senate considered golf cart safety.   

1. Dr. Metts addressed the Senate, explaining the safety concern of golf cart traffic 
practices.   

2. Various faculty provided additional insight into the concern and suggested various 
approaches to resolution.   

3. A motion was made, supported, and approved to contact the campus traffic and 
safety committee expressing the concern and requesting action.    

V- The Senate considered concerns about the due date for graduation applications.   
1.  Dr. Myers addressed the Senate, explaining the complications and issues associated 

with students submitting applications for graduation during the semester when 
important requirements are expected to be satisfied.   

2. She and other faculty provided numerous examples of difficulties, including students 
being allowed to participate in the graduation ceremony, not fulfilling all 
requirements for graduation during the semester, and not returning to satisfy 
degree requirements. 

3. Various approaches to address the concern were offered by both faculty and 
administration. 

4. A motion was made, supported, and passed to change the application due dates, 
upon study by academic affairs, to allow for adequate assessment of applications to 
determine eligibility for graduation prior to the commence ceremony.  In addition, 
that the application fee be waved for one semester in the event it is not approved 
for graduation for the commencement specified on the application.  

VI- The Senate considered the concern of students added to closed sections of classes. 
1.  Dr. Myers addressed the Senate, reporting that students have been added to 

sections of courses without approval of faculty. 
2. Faculty illustrated numerous difficulties with this practice, including excessive class 

size and enrollments late in the semester. 
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3. Various explanations were offered for the problem, including forgery of faculty 
signatures. 

4. A motion was made, supported, and passed requesting a study by the Provost to 
develop a secure electronic process to replace the paper system for add/drops and 
courses requiring prior approval for enrollment. 

VII- The Senate considered a concern with the payment of compensation for overload service. 
1.  Dr. Iancu expressed concern with the timing of payment relevant to when services 

are provided.  A description of the problem and proposed resolutions was projected 
for Senate consideration. 

2. Faculty and administrative staff agreed that the timing of payment should be more 
aligned with when services were provided and various administrative approaches 
were discussed. 

3. A motion was made, supported, and passed to request 50% of the compensation be 
paid at the mid-term point of the semester service is provided and the balance paid 
by the end of the month regular classes are completed. 

VIII- The Senate considered eligibility requirements rules with respect to the election of Dr. Bell 
to the Senate and the Executive Committee. 

1.  Dr. Ouandlous explained that Faculty Handbook rules specify that faculty must have 
served two years to be eligible to serve as a Senator.  A similar rule applies for 
election to serve as an Officer.  Dr. Bell does not satisfy these requirements, though 
elected to serve by the Department of Political Science and Public Affairs and the 
Senate. 

2. Faculty discussed various aspects of the rules at issue. 
3. A motion was made and supported to suspend the rules and allow Dr. Bell to serve.  

A discussion ensued regarding various aspects of such an action, including the intent 
for it not to be a precedent. 

4. The question was called, voted taken, and the motion was passed.     
IX- The Senate entertained the President’s Report and announcements. 

1.  Dr. Verret offered the President’s Report in the absence of President Dozier, which 
is incorporated into these minutes by reference. 

2. Mr. Jolley reported that a budgeting meeting will be convened at 2:00 p.m. on 
September 23 and that two Senators have attended in the past. 

X- Adjournment- the meeting was adjourned at 5:15 PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
David A. Bell- Recording Secretary 
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